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¢ Patronised by Saka and Kushanas, particularly Kanishka.
¢ Gandhara School made sculptures of the Buddha in various sizes, shapes and postures.

3. Mathura School of Art-

+ Developed at Mathura in modern Uttar Pradesh.
¢ Chief Patron of this art form were Kushanas.
% Influenced by Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism
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Gupta Empire
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» There are three types of sources for reconstructing the history of the Gupta period.
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e Literary sources Fifefore T
e Epigraphical Sources Menf=*y2

e Numismatic Sources J&I< B3

Literary sources AifRRfeF ©eH

e Puranas throw light on the royal genealogy of the Gupta kings.
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Epigraphical Sources/ Inscription -f=ifsifa

Devichandraguptam written by Vishakhadatta.
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The Chinese traveler Fahien's note.
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Mehrauli Iron Pillar inscription - achievements of Chandragupta Il
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Allahabad Pillar inscription - describing Samudragupta'’s personalitydavnd

composed by Harisena.
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Skandagupta’s Junagarh rock inscription.
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Numismatic Sources 9§ ©&H

The coins issued by Gupta kings contain legends and figures. These coins provide interesting
details about the titles and sacrifices performed by the Gupta monarchs.
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The founder of the Gupta dynasty was Sri Gupta. He was succeeded by ‘
Ghatotkacha. They were known as Maharajas.
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Chandragupta I %% 5&%¥ (319-335 CE)

The next ruler was Chandragupta [ and he assumed the title Maharajadhiraja (the great king of
kings).
7S] *F Afie AU THee GF (08 TSRS (IS T2 I60) BoAfy aget Ffafee|

He strengthened his position by a matrimonial alliance with the Licchavis. He married
Kumaradevi, a princess of that family.
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He started Gupta Era in 319-320 CE, which presumably marks his accession date.
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