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Indian constitution (SeR FLI4):

Demand for a Constituent Assembly
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It was in 1934 that the idea of a Constituent Assembly for India was put forward for the
first time by M. N. Roy, a pioneer of Communist movement in India.
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In 1935, the Indian National Congress (INC), for the first time, officially demanded a
Constitution Assembly to frame the Constitution of India.
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In 1938, Jawaharlal Nehru, on behalf the INC declared that 'the Constitution of free India
must be framed, without outside interference.
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The demand was finally accepted in principle by the British Government in what is known
as the 'August Offer' of 1940, Cripps Mission 1942, Cabinet Mission 1946.
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Composition of The Constitution Assembly
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The constitution Assembly was constituted in November 1946 under the scheme
formulated by the cabinet mission plan.
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The features of the scheme were -

wibfes tAFBPTTR wiee-

v' The total strength of the constitution Assembly was to be 389. Of these, 296 seats were
to be allotted to British India and 93 seats to the Princely States.
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v Each province and princely state were to be allotted seats in proportion to their
respective population. Roughly, one seats was to be allotted for every million
population.
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v' Seats allocated to each British province were to be divided among the three principal
communities - Muslims, Sikhs and general (all except Muslims and Sikhs), in proportion
to their population.
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v' The representatives of each community were to be elected by members of that
community in the provincial legislative assembly and voting was to be by the method of
proportional representation by means of Single transferable vote.
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v The representative of princely states were to be nominated by the heads of the princely
states.
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Working of the Constituent Assembly

¢ The constituent Assembly held is first meeting on December 9, 1946.
FLILT TOIT 2T (F6F 1946 59 9 Teroaae T tafeet |

¢ Dr Sachidananda Sinha, the oldest member, was elected as the temporary President of the
Assembly.

fagrrTe gl sTerfe fapitel FHibe 27 wbiRets et oy ©° Afbaiaw B |
¢ Later, Dr. Rajendra Prasad was elected as the President of the Assembly.
SIS T T° IE™ W [YTeR Toreifs f2piee f<ibe =
¢ The Constituent Assembly had 11 sessions over two years, 11 months and 18 days.
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+¢ The constitutions-makers had gone through the constitutions of about 60 countries, and
the Draft Constitution was considered for 114 days.
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¢ The total expenditure incurred on making the Constitution amounted to 64 lakh.
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Major Committees
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+» Union Powers Committee - Jawaharlal Nehru.

+* Union Constitution Committee -Jawaharlal Nehru
@ A ANS - ERIAE (2

++ Provincial Constitution Committee - Sardar Patel.
A SefqdE Afife - SuiT (AITee |

¢ Drafting Committee - Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

591 ARTS - ©° [, 99, FGEwSE |

¢ Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, minorities and Excluded Areas- Sardar Patel.
This committee had the following five sub-committees:
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1. Procedure Established by law
A
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Soviet Union (USSR) (now, Russia)

1. Fundamental duties

2. Ideals of justice (social, economic and political) in the Preamble
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United Kingdom

. Parliamentary government
. Rule of Law

. Legislative procedure

. Single Citizenship

. Cabinet system

. Prerogative writs

. Parliamentary privileges
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. Bicameralism
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United State
1. Fundamental rights
2. Independence of judiciary
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* Article 1 - Name and territory of the union.
e Article 2 - Admission and establishment of the new state.

e Article 3 - Formation of new states and alteration of areas, boundaries and home of
existing states
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Part -3- Article 12 to Article 35
e Article 12 - Definition of the state.

* Article 13 - Laws inconsistent with or in derogation of the Fundamental Rights.
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Fundamental Rights

1. Right to Equality (14-18)
Right to Freedom (19-22)
Right against Exploitation (23-24)
Right to Freedom to Religion (25-28)
Right for education and Culture (29-30)
. Right to Constitutional remedy (32)
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* Article No - 14 : Equality before the law
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